
T W M  COMPTROLLER OSNIRAL 
DECISION O F  THEI U N I T E D  S T A T I S  

W A S H I N G T O N ,  0 . c .  2 0 5 4 8  

E-219866.2; E-219867.2 
DATE: September 18, 1985 FILE: 

J u l i e  R e s e a r c h  Laboratories,  I n c .  
MATTER OF: 

PIOEST: 
D i s m i s s a l  o f  o r i g i n a l  p r o t e s t s  f o r  f a i l u r e  
t o  f i l e  a c o p y  o f  p r o t e s t s  w i t h  t h e  
c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  w i t h i n  1 d a y  a f t e r  
f i l i n g  w i t h  GAO is a f f i r m e d  s i n c e  p ro tes te r  
f a i l e d  t o  comply  w i t h  t h e  B id  P r o t e s t  
R e g u l a t i o n s .  

J u l i e  R e s e a r c h  Laboratories,  I n c .  ( J R L )  r e q u e s t s  
recons idera t ion  o f  o u r  d i s m i s s a l  o f  i ts  protests  u n d e r  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o s .  F41608-84-G-0067 a n d  F41608-85-F-1116 
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  Department o f ' t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  We d i s m i s s e d  
t h e  p r o t e s t s  b e c a u s e  J R L  f a i l e d  t o  f u r n i s h  a c o p y  of t h e  
p r o t e s t s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  w i t h i n  1 d a y  a f t e r  t h e  
p r o t e s t s  were f i l e d  w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e  a s  r e q u i r e d  by our Bid 
P ro te s t  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  4 C.F .R .  C 21. l (dZ ( 1 9 8 5 ) .  

W e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t s  were p r o p e r l y  d i s m i s s e d .  

J R L ' s  p r o t e s t s  were f i l e d  o n  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  a n d  t h e  
record shows t h a t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  a copy o f  
J R L ' s  p r o t e s t s  as  o f  A u g u s t  29 ,  1985 .  J R L  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
a g e n c y  c o p i e s  were n o t  mailed d u e  t o  a n  i n a d v e r t e n t  
c l e r i c a l  error and r e q u e s t s  t h a t  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  merits o f  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  protest .  

The  C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  C o n t r a c t i n g  A c t  of 1 9 8 4 ,  Pub. L. 
No. 98-369, C 2 7 4 1 ( a ) ,  98  S t a t .  1 1 7 5 ,  1198  a n d  o u r  imp le -  
m e n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  impose  a s t r i c t  t i m e  l i m i t  of 25 
w o r k i n g  d a y s  f o r  a n  a g e n c y  t o  f i l e  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  w i t h  
o u r  O f f i c e  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  of t e l e p h o n i c  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  
p r o t e s t  f r o m  o u r  O f f i c e .  4 C.F.R. C 2 1 . 3 ( c ) .  E x t e n s i o n s  
are  c o n s i d e r e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  a r e  s p a r i n g l y  g r a n t e d .  



R-219866.2, 8-219867.2 

Further, our Office generally must issue a final decision 
within 90 working days after the protest is filed. 
Permitting delays in furnishing copies of protests to the 
contracting agency would hamper contracting agencies' 
ability to comply with the statutorily imposed time 
limitation for filing a report, and could frustrate our 
efforts to provide effective and timely consideration of 
all objections to procurement actions. - See Sabreliner 

II 280. We therefore will not reopen our files on these 
protests. 

Corp., B-218033, Mar. 6, 1985, 64 Comp. Gen. I 85-1 CPD 

The dismissals are affirmed. 

A+ Harr R. Van C1 v- ve 
u General Counsel 
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